
 

 

 

SPEECH AND DEBATE SPECIALIST AND TEACHER 

Hawken seeks teachers comfortable taking risks and embracing a growth mindset. Our faculty members are 
constantly looking for new ways to inspire student curiosity while remaining dedicated to nurturing compassion 
and kindness in our students.  We desire culturally competent candidates who clearly appreciate a community of 
teachers and learners from diverse backgrounds and perspectives and are committed to equity and social justice.   
 
We are committed to using time differently and want faculty members to expand their definition of a classroom. 
This means designing learning experiences for students that deepen their learning, engaging their emotions as well 
as their intellects. If you are a teacher leader who is committed to the ideals of progressive education, and inspired 
by this description of our community, we encourage you to read on to learn more about this position and our 
school.  
 
THE POSITION 
Hawken seeks an individual with expertise coaching students in several different event categories of speech and 
debate. Preference will be given to candidates with expertise in coaching platform and/or interpretation 
events.   Nationally ranked, our team has more than 100 students, competes locally and travels extensively to 
tournaments across the country.  There are teaching opportunities associated with this position in both the 
Humanities and Performing Arts Departments.      

 
 Responsibilities include: 

 Assistant Coach for our highly competitive Speech and Debate Team 
o Assist the Director of the Speech and Debate Team with recruitment and placement of new team 

members 
o Provide afternoon coaching support and support during free periods throughout the Speech and 

Debate season (August through April) 
o Provide intensive support to students on the team competing at the highest levels in May and 

June 
o Take a central role in organizing Hawken’s annual Larry Banks Memorial Tournament 
o Work closely with the head coach / Director of the Speech and Debate Team to manage all 

financial responsibilities associated with a substantial program budget 
o Organize the distribution and pursue collection of all travel related forms and permission slips 
o Assist the head coach in making all travel arrangements for tournaments throughout the year 
o Assist the head coach in hiring judges and arranging for additional chaperones whenever 

necessary for tournaments 
o Attend and judge at all weekend tournaments (local Saturday tournaments and traveling to 2 - 3 

day tournaments once or twice each month) 
o Assist with marketing and communication (including social media) of news related to the team 

 Teach a Public Speaking and Rhetoric class in our Performing Arts Department 

 Preference will be given to candidates who can teach or co-teach Humanities, History, and/or 
Government in our Humanities department 

 Collaborate with teachers on instruction and assessment of presentation and debate skills 

 Advise 10-12 students 
 Actively engage in school life and other duties as assigned 

Because Hawken believes in supporting teachers’ passions, in deepening their expertise, and in fueling their spirit 
of innovation, we provide substantive professional development opportunities that lead to the kinds of excellence 
that are a hallmark of our community. 
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QUALIFICATIONS 
Bachelor's Degree required. 

 
 Competent and experienced in best pedagogical practices associated with Speech and Debate 
 A desire and willingness to try new approaches, embracing a growth mindset for yourself and for students 

while clearly supporting colleagues to do the same 
 Passion for designing unique programing and curricula with colleagues in your field and across disciplines 
 Demonstrated experience in engaging students with a range of learning styles 
 A deep understanding of adolescence and a passion for working with teens as they face the complex 

issues of today’s world 
 Flexibility, energy, and a commitment to working actively with students both individually and in groups 

THE SCHOOL 
Founded on the ideal that “the better self shall prevail and each generation introduce its successor to a higher 
plane of life,” Hawken School is a coeducational independent day school with over 1,300 students in preschool 
through grade 12. Our three campuses within 25 minutes of downtown Cleveland and an urban extension center 
in the city’s museum district provide a demanding and integrated course of study in a diverse and dynamic 
environment. 

 
To learn more about us, visit www.hawken.edu 

INTERESTED?  

Please send a resume, references, and a cover letter to: upperschoolemployment@hawken.edu 

Hawken School is an equal opportunity employer dedicated to promoting all forms of diversity in the workplace 
and in our student body. We strongly urge all qualified individuals to apply. 
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